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Synopsis

A treasury of wisdom from the influential Christian contemplative, political activist, social visionary,
and literary figure.Thomas Merton (1915A¢a -a 0e1968) was spiritual parent to a

generationA¢a -4 «and his influence, through his many books, has only increased in the
half-century since his death.A A A A He was a hermit who maintained a compelling
correspondence with some of the most influential thinkers of his age;A A he was a social and
political activist whose ideas had a seminal influence in the world beyond his monastic cloister; and
he was a Christian who saw through the boundaries of religious identity in a way that was truly
ahead of his time.A A This collection of short excerpts from his voluminous writings covers all of
the famous Trappist monkA¢a -4,¢s main themes, thus serving as a perfect short introduction to
his work in his own words.This book is part of the Shambhala Pocket Library series.The Shambhala
Pocket Library is a collection of short, portable teachings from notable figures across religious
traditions and classic texts.A A The covers in this series are rendered by Colorado artist Robert
Spellman.A A The books in this collection distill the wisdom and heart of the work Shambhala
Publications has published over 50 years into a compactA A format that is collectible,

reader-friendly, andA A applicable to everyday life.
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Customer Reviews

"l heartily recommend purchasing this book, not merely to add to one’s shelf of Merton collectibles,



but to read it, stunned by its beauty. It glitters with sapphires, rubies, and emeralds, each flashing
with extraordinary power. Everything fits and radiates here. | thought | had read Merton . . . and then
| walked into Inchausti’'s garden of diamonds."A¢a -4 *Gray Matthews, The Merton Seasonal --This

text refers to an alternate Paperback edition.

THOMAS MERTON (1915-1968) was a Trappist monk, spiritual director, political activist, social
critic, and one of the most-read spiritual writers of the twentieth century. He is the author of many

books, including The Seven Storey Mountain.

Incredibly insightful for all who seek spirituality

My constant reading companion, inspiring and profound.

Thomas Merton was a great theologian, thinker, philospher and prolific author. This "littl" book is a
great introduction to this famous author of "A Seven Story Mountain". It is a short course in Merton’s

writing. Easy to read and very thought provoking. A must read.John M. Budish, Sr.

Reading and rereading this book was very liberating for me.

The average person can not absorb the insights and depth of those regarded as mystics with out
contemplating and slowing the insights piece by piece. | found this book the best way to grow and
share in the wisdom of Thomas Merton. This little book presents gems from Merton’s contemplation
which | read one per day. Usually it is only one or two paragraphs that express one of Merton’s

gems. This book is a real treasure.

Small in size, but a wealth of information and inspiration... | keep a copy in my handbag and open it
periodically when I'm struggling with moral questions, etc. It is not meant to be read cover to cover,

but rather a source of reflection and meditation.

Gave this as a gift. Loved the small size that he can carry easily around with him. And it's Thomas

Merton, what is not to love. | am thinking | will buy more for Christmas gifts!
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